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The Boundary Contour Method for Magneto-Electro-Elastic Media with Linear
Boundary Elements
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Abstract: This paper presents a development of the
boundary contour method (BCM) for magneto-electro-
elastic media. Firstly, the divergence-free of the inte-
grand of the magneto- electro-elastic boundary element
is proved. Secondly, the boundary contour method for-
mulations are obtained by introducing linear shape func-
tions and Green’s functions (Computers & Structures,
82(2004):1599-1607) for magneto-electro-elastic media
and using the rigid body motion solution to regularize
the BCM and avoid computation of the corner tensor.
The BCM is applied to the problem of magneto-electro-
elastic media. Finally, numerical solutions for illustrative
examples are compared with exact ones and those of the
conventional boundary element method (BEM). The nu-
merical results of the BCM coincide very well with the
exact solution, and the feasibility and efficiency of the
method are verified.
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1 Introduction

The conventional boundary element method (BEM)
usually requires numerical evaluation of line integrals
for two-dimensional problems and surface integrals for
three-dimensional ones. So, more and more attention
has been paid to those methods that do not require the
use of internal cells. Atluri(2004) gave a detailed ac-
count of problems relating to application of the mesh-
less method(MLPG) for domain & BIE dicretizations.
Yoshihiro and Vladimir(2004) gave a method using ar-
bitrary internal points instead of internal cells, based
on a three-dimensional interpolation method by using
a poly-harmonic function with volume distribution in a
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three-dimensional BIEM. Sladek et al. (2004) proposed
meshless methods based on the local Petrov-Galerkin
approach for solution of steady and transient heat con-
duction problem in a continuously non-homogeneous
anisotropic medium. Han and Atluri(2004) developed
three different truly Meshless Local Petrov- Galerkin
(MLPG) methods for solving 3D elasto-static problems.
Using the general MLPG concept, those methods were
derived through the local weak forms of the equilibrium
equations, by using different test functions, namely, the
Heaviside function, the Dirac delta function, and the fun-
damental solutions. Reutskiy(2005) reduced the solu-
tion of an eigenvalue problem to a sequence of inho-
mogeneous problems with the differential operator stud-
ied using the method of fundamental solutions. Hok-
won et al.(2004) presented a mesh-free approach to nu-
merically solving a class of second order time depen-
dent partial differential equations which include equa-
tions of parabolic, hyperbolic and parabolic-hyperbolic
types. Two types of Trefftz bases were considered, F-
Trefftz bases based on the fundamental solution of the
modified Helmholtz equation, and T-Trefftz bases based
on separation of variables solutions.

For magneto-electro-elastic media, the BEM have been
devired [see, for example, Ding and Jiang(2004); Ding
and Jiang(2003)]. But the boundary contour method
(BCM) can achieve a further reduction in dimension by
using the divergence-free property of the integrand of
the conventional boundary element method. Using this
method, three-dimensional problems can be reduced to
numerical evaluation of line integrals over closed con-
tours and two-dimensional problems to merely evalua-
tion of functions at nodes on the boundary of the plane.
This is true even for boundary elements of arbitrary
shape with curved boundary lines (for two-dimensional
problems) or curved surface (for three-dimensional prob-
lems).

Nagarajan et al.(1994) have proposed this novel ap-
proach, called the BCM for linear elasticity problems.
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Nagarajan et al.(1996) used the Stokes’ theorem to trans-
form surface integrals in the conventional boundary el-
ements into line integrals in the bounding contours of
these elements. Phan et al.(1997) derived a BCM formu-
lation and implemented the method for two- dimensional
problems of linear elasticity with quadratic boundary el-
ements. Zhou et al.(2002) developed the BCM based on
equivalent boundary integral equations and applied the
traction BCM to crack problems and the bending prob-
lems of elastic thin plate. For piezoelectric materials,
Wang et al.(2003) presented a development of the BCM
by introducing linear shape functions and Green’s func-
tions in Ding et al.(1998) for piezoelectric media.

However, to the authors’ knowledge, no attempts in the
literature have been made to solve problems of magneto-
electro-elastic media by the BCM. This paper presents
a development of the BCM for magneto-electro-elastic
problems. Firstly, the divergence-free of the integrand of
the magneto-electro-elastic boundary element is proved,
then, the BCM formulation is derived and potential func-
tions are obtained by introducing linear shape func-
tions and Green’s functions[Ding and Jiang(2004)] for
magneto-electro-elastic media and using the rigid body
motion solution to regularize the BCM and avoid com-
putation of the corner tensor. The BCM is applied to the
problem of magneto-electro- elastic media. Finally, nu-
merical solutions for illustrative examples are compared
with exact ones and those of the conventional bound-
ary element method (BEM). The numerical results of the
BCM coincide very well with the exact solution, and the
feasibility and efficiency of the method are verified.

2 General Integral Formulation for Magneto-
Electro- Elastic Plane

For two-dimensional transversely isotropic magneto-
electro-elastic media, we define the general displacement
u, general surface traction t, general stress T and general
strain S as follows[Ding and Jiang(2004), Pan(2001)]
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So the relation between general stress and general strain
can be written as

T =DS (2)
where
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where u; and #; (i, j= 1,2) are, respectively, displace-
ments and surface tractions at a field point Q in the X
(X1 = x, X, = z) coordinate directions due to a unit load
acting in one of the X; directions at a source point P
on the boundary, u3;and 5; (j = 1,2) are, respectively,
displacement components and surface tractions in the X;
coordinate directions at Q due to a unit electric charge
at P, uy; and tj; (j=1,2) are, respectively, displace-
ment components and surface tractions in the X; coordi-
nate directions at Q due to a unit current at P, ®;, P},
of andn; (i=1,2) are, respectively, electric potential,
magnetic potential, surface charge and surface magnetic
induction at Q due to a unit load acting in one of the X; di-
rections at P, @3, V5, o3 and 03 are, respectively, electric



Boundary Contour Method

potential, magnetic potential, surface charge and surface
magnetic induction at Q due to a unit electric charge at
P, ®;, ¥;, w; and m} are, respectively, electric poten-
tial, magnetic potential, surface charge and surface mag-
netic induction at Q due to a unit current at P. The full
statement of U* and T* can be seen in Appendix A. It
is assumed that there is neither body force nor electric
charge. Based on the extended Somigliana equation, the
boundary integral formulation is obtained

C(Pu(P) = [ SU'(RO(Q)ds ~ [ ST (P.O)u(Q)ds
“)

The general surface t and the matrix T* can be written as

cri(P)ui(P) = _/Szkij(Pa Q)u;(P)e;-ds

where e; are global Cartesian unit vectors.

Consider an arbitrary rigid body translation where
u;i(Q) = u;(P)=constant. Thus, 7;;(Q) = 0. Use of this
rigid body motion solution in Eq.(8) gives

€)

Substituting Eq.(9) into Eq.(8) yields a new BEM equa-

tion

/ s{u (P, Q)Tij(Q) — Zuij (P, Q)[ui( Q) — ui(P)] Ye; - ds
(10)

Thus, the corner tensor c¢; is now eliminated from the
BEM equation. Its evaluation is avoided and this is first

;x Sx sz . advantage of using the rigid body motion technique.
4 _ XZ Z X
~o (| Dy D, { n, } () Now let
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S T T Vo Fi = {(ui(P.O)T(Q) — Zuis(P.O)i(Q) — ui(P)}}
c T c T X
‘c]lx Gllxz ‘c;x 022“ = [$1i; (P, Q) T;j(Q) — Zkij (P, 0)Sij(Q)]
_ Xz b4 XZ 4 *
~ | =Dy —Di,—Dsx —D, +ugi (P, Q)T j(Q) — Zuij j(P, Q) [ui( Q) — ui(P)]
_le _Blz _BZx _BZZ =0 (12)
M 8 8 8 Where Sij:%(ui,j—l—uj,i),fori:1,2; Sij:ui,j, fori=
5 ) 5 ) gz o o 3,4, and similarly for S}; i
3x 3xz 4x 4xz ny . .
T, O3 Tan o1, 0 n, 0 0 Eq.(12) shows the existence of a function ®; such that
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It is more convenient to use the index notation rather than
the matrix representation

*
ti=Tijnj » T=Zwmn;

where T is the general stress tensor and X is the Green’s
function stress tensor. Then, Eq.(4) can be rewritten as

cri(P)ui(P) :/S{”Zi(Pa 0)T;j(Q) — Zkij(P,Q)u;(Q) }e; - ds
3)

each general curved boundary element with e; and e, as
the end nodes and m the middle node of the element (Fig-
ure 1).

Then, Eq.(10) becomes

n e
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which means that there is no need for any numerical in-
tegration for two dimensional magneto- electro-elastic
problems.

It is important to observe that the above integrand con-
tains unknown functions u and t on dS which must sat-
isfy the basic equations of magneto-electro-elastic me-
dia. Thus, local shape functions for u must be chosen
such that they satisfy the general Navier-Cauchy equa-
tions and the shape functions for t must be derived from
those of u.

3 Two-Dimensional Magneto-Electro-Elastic Plane
Strain with Linear Shape Functions

Linear shape functions for u are chosen for each element
as in Figure 1 such that

u=ay;+byx+cyz forthe displacement in x direction
w=ap+byx+cyz forthe displacement in z direction

® = a3+ b3x+c3z for electric potential

Y =a4+bsx+cygz for magnetic potential

where x and z are co-ordinate with respect to a global
co-ordinate system.

From the equations of magneto-electro-elastic media, we
have

Iy ciibi +cizer +ezicz +dzics
t; | casct +cagbr+e15b3 +dysbs
- e1sc1 +eisby —€11b3 — g11bs

disc1 +disby —g11b3 — u11bs

ny
n;

The twelve constants in Eq.(15) are related to twelve
physical quantities on a boundary element (e) by a trans-

-1
c44€1 + caaby +e15b3 +disby
c13by +c33c0 +e3zez +dzzey {
e31b| +e33¢2 —€33¢3 — g33¢4
d31by +d33¢2 — g33¢3 — H33C4

(16)

15)
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formation matrix T(¢)
{P(e)} [T(e)(x,z)] {C(e)}

where P = [ule) () — @ler) x

o™ — i yle)ylea) _ @la) \p(ez)]T7 and Cl©) =
[a1 by ¢y ap by ¢y az bz ¢3 aq by C4]T. The element of
the matrix T®) depend on the nodal co-ordinates and the
normal at m. The variables in P(®are chosen such that
the matrix T is invertible.

A7

_ \P(el) l(m)lz(m) _

A new coordinate system (§,1) centered at the source
point j is introduced. This is done in order to make
the shape function variables conform to those of uy; and
Ziij(which are functions of & and 1 only). The & and 1
axes are parallel to the global x and z axes, thus
E=x(Q)—x(P) , m=2z(Q)—z(P) (18)
By instituting Eq.(18) into Eq.(15) the displacements
shape functions can be written as

{u} = [T, ]B;{C} = [T, ()] {¢} 19)
in which [B;] is a transformation matrix that depends
only on the coordinates of the source point j. The trac-
tion remains the same form as in Eq.(16).

If (h) is the element containing the source point at its
first node, with this new coordinate system u; (P) = C‘gh),
up(P) = C‘ih), uz(P) = C‘gh) and us(P) = CA‘%). So, for the
element (e), we have

{u(@) —u(P)} = [T, )] {0} 20)

where the columns of [T,(§,m)] are the twelve shape
functions

1 g n 0 0 0
0 0 0 1 g n
o('Yo (Yo (' Yo(Yo( Yo
0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0
1 ) & ) n ) O ) O ) O
0 0 0 1 g n
21
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Potential functions must be obtained for each of twelve
states, for each of the direction, electric potentials
and magnetic potentials corresponding to k =1 ~ 4 in
Eq.(14). Let ¢;,(l =1 ~ 12) denote potentials for the
above twelve states, for k = 1. These corresponding to
the unit force in the x direction. The function in Eq.(14) is
a linear combination of @; ;(I =1 ~ 12). @;; can be cal-
culated individually by using Eq.(13), with ¢ ; replacing
@, & and 1 replacing x and z, respectively.

Similarly, let @2, @3; and @4;(I = 1 ~ 12) denote po-
tentials for the twelve states, for k = 2,3,4 correspond-
ing to the unit force in the x direction, the unit electric
charge and the unit current, respectively. The potentials
Qxi(k=1~4 |1=1n~12) are given in Appendix B.
It should be noted that ®; in Eq.(14) is composed of
Ok, (I =1 ~ 12), respectively.

Now, with the potential functions already derived, the
BCM discretized equations are developed as follows.

For the source point j(source points are only placed at
the ends of each boundary element, see Figure 1.)

n
Z (I)k 672 (I)k 61)]
e=1

n 12 ) (e
= Z Z 0} (e2) — ] (e))C\) =0 (23)

It should be noted that the potential functions
(pk,l(&7“)7(pk,4(&7n)7(pk,7(&7n) and (pk,IO(&vn)(k =1~
4)corresponding to constant shape functions, are singu-
lar when a field point Q —the source point P, i.e. when

(&,m) — (0,0). But in this case ux(Q) — ux(P) = 0(r),
and Eq.(20) lead to
~(e Ale Alh
0= - =0
~(e Ale Alh
& =60~ &M =0
(24)

so the evaluation of these potential functions can be
avoided, i.e. expression(23) is now completely regular.
This is the second advantage of the approach using the
rigid body motion technique.

With n source pints corresponding to n displacement
nodes on the boundary ds, one can get the final BCM
linear system of equations

[K]{P} = {0} (25)

where {P} are degrees of freedom on the whole bound-
ary ds. The global system of equations is condensed in
accordance with continuity of displacements across ele-
ment in the usual way.

Finally, the system of equation (25) needs to be reordered
in accordance with the boundary conditions to form

[A[{X} = {Z} (26)

where {X} contains the unknown boundary quantities
and {Z} is known in terms of prescribed boundary quan-
tities and geometrical and material data of the problem.

After the solution of the global equation system (26)
is obtained, one can easily derive the article variables
{C(©)} from Eq.(17). At this stage, the remaining phys-
ical variables at any node on the boundary can be easily
calculated from Eq.(15) and the corresponding relations
for stresses and tractions in terms of their shape func-
tions.

Evaluation of strain components at points inside a body
requires transformation of equations of the strain BEM
at an internal point to an integrated form analogous to
Eq.(14). This can be done since the integrand is again
divergence free. Stress calculations would then follow
from magneto-electro-elastic fundamental equations.

4 Numerical Example

Consider a magneto-electro-elastic column of size a x b
under three load cases, i.e. uniform axial tension, elec-
tric displacement or magnetic induction as in Ding and
Jiang(2004). The problem is treated as a plane-strain one.

For numerical calculation, we consider the column with
the same geometrical and material constants as in Ding
and Jiang(2004) for which totally twenty linear elements
are used.
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Table 1 : Comparison of BCM results with the exact (*) and BEM results (**)

Load u w

(o} b

1 -0.9500E-11 +0.5681E-12
-0.9501E-11(*)

+0.5680E-12(*)

+0.9495E3 +0.2138-4E-4
+0.9495E-3(*) +0.2138E-4(*)

-0.9500E-11(*%*) +0.5683E- +0.9495E-3(*%) +0.2139E-4(**)
12(%)

2 -0.2108E-12 +0.9493E-14 -0.6289E-4 +0.2566E-6
-0.2107E-12(*) +0.9492E-14(*) | -0.6289E-4(*) +0.2566E-6(*)
-0.2108E-12(*%*) +0.9495E- -0.6289E-4(**) +0.2567E-6(**)

14(%)

3 +0.5077E-12 +0.2140E-13 +0.2565E-4 -0.7521E-5
+0.5077E-12(*) +0.2140E-13(*) | +0.2564E-4(*) -0.7520E-5(*)
+0.5077E-12(**) | +0.2139E- +0.2567E-4(*%) -0.7521E-5(**)

13(%)

Because of the linearity property, the corresponding re-
sults are compared with the exact ones(*) and BEM re-
sults(**) only at the corner point (a/2, b/2) for example,
which is shown in Table 1.

5 Conclusions

In this paper, the BCM is presented for 2D magneto-
electro-elasticity based on the fundamental solution of
an infinite magneto-electro-elastic plane. This approach
does not require any numerical integration at all for 2D
problem, even with curved boundary elements, and it re-
quires only numerical evaluation of contour integrals for
3D problems. Numerical results for 2D problem show
that the BCM performs very well.
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Appendix A: Fundamental solutions

4

fl—
U = Zk]lnR],
J=1
ad x
[ —
Uy = Zsjkljkjarctan —,
j=1 Zj

4
X
D] = Z s jko jAjarctan —
j=1 Zj

4
x
Wi = sjks;Ajarctan —,
j=1 Zj

& x
Uy =— Y ojarctan —,
j=1 Zj

4

[

Uy = ZsjkljocjlnRj
j=1

4
(I)z = Z SijjOlenRj,
j=1

4
\Pz = Z sjk3j0cjlnRj,
j=1

4 4
* *
U3y = Z Sjk]ijlIle,(D?, =
j:] j:]
4
W3 =2 siksB;InR;
J=1
4
X
g = — Y yjarctan —,
j=1 Zj
4
Wy = Y, sjkiy;InR;,
J=1
4
*
(D4 = Z Sjkzj’lenRj
J=1
4
\PZ = Z Sjk3j’lenRj,
J=1
4 A
2 M
= Zwljsj—z(xnx—l—znz),
~ R2
J J
4 A
)
= Z 01— (s72nx — xn;)
~ " R?
J J
4 .
* J (2
o] =— Z ngﬁ(sjznx —xn;)

Jj=1 J

SijijlnRj,
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4
_Z 3]R2sznx xn;)

) = Zmljs] 2 s?znx—l—xnz),
4 o

1) = Zmljs] 2(xnx—l—znz)
j=1 R;

xnx +zn;)

4
Z ZJSJ 2
j=1 R;

3]s] 2 xnx +2zn;)
R;

|\M4>

B,
= Z wljsjlé(—s?znx—l—xnz),
j

4 .
=, m‘fstTé(xnx +2zn;)
Jj=1 J

u*

4
Z zjs] e xnx—l—znz)
j=1 R;

3]s] 2 (xn,+2n,)
R;

u*

-3

’Y.
=, wljstT]z(—s?znx—l—xnz),
= j

4 .
= Z wljsjy—]z(xnx +2zn;)
J=1 J

(xnc+2zn;)

4
Z ZJSJ 2
j=1 R;

I

Z 3]s] 2 xnx—l-znz)
j=1 R;

where Zj = A /x2 —|—Z? and Sj,kij,(l)ij,kj,(lj,ﬁj,’yj'
are as in Ding and Jiang(2004).
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Appendix B: Potential functions
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QL1 =D, 08\, arctané
=1 n;
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— 0)1]'7\,]'&11113]' —|—C447\,j§]
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j=1 J J
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— (,l)zj}\,j&lnRj — (0)2j —615)7\,]'&]
S g g
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j=1 Sj nj
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01,10 = Z 03;A;InR;
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S £ &
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Boundary Contour Method
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